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attempted to lay forcible hands on my carts. Him, therefore,
I promptly dismissed, with a harmless kick a posteriori, and
triumphantly bore in my convoy. The next morning the
magistrate summoned me before him judicially as a culprit, and
fined me fifty rupees for assault. I, on my side, reported the
whole matter to the higher powers, and subsequently had much
satisfaction when an official reprimand arrived, remitting the
whole of my fine, and charging the magistrate with irregularity
and ill-will in the performance of his functions. Thus the
matter ended ; but there never was any cordiality between us,
and I had to be careful not to give him an opportunity against
me, which he would have been sure to take advantage of,

In the month of July the rainy season was at its height, and
the great river came out in flood, submerging the district for
many miles round. My boats had no need then to follow the
creeks and canals which intersected the country, but could
boldly row over the rice-fields, as I visited the different villages
and police stations, which were always built on rising ground,

The ordinary boat of the district, called " khunda," was
simply a large canoe made from the hollowed-out trunk of a
tree. Some of these canoes were surprisingly large, holding
from ten to twelve people, but they were necessarily narrow,
and therefore somewhat crank, although the people of the
country were perfectly safe and at home in them. These boats
were made from trees growing in the forest beyond British
limits, on the frontiers of the adjacent district of Chittagong.

I occupied my spare time at Noacolly in compiling a " Police
1 Officer's Manual/' in the vernacular, being a resume, in brief
and easy form, of the law relating to and regulating the ordinary
duties of the police. This manual was accepted, and afterwards
published, with the sanction of my own department, for general
use in Bengal.

I also had the tardy satisfaction of receiving a complimentary
letter from Government, thanking me for my exertions in
Hazaribagh; and this letter was shortly afterwards followed
by orders transferring me from Noacolly to the charge of the
larger and more important district of Chittagong.

I commenced with joy to pack up my belongings. I had
; nothing to regret in leaving Noacolly, save the use of a very fine